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Transportation Meetings
Blow the Doors Off

We had around 70 people at our Transportation
Task Force meeting on Monday, August 25, 2014,
including reporters from WJPA and the ObserverReporter (which got us a front page article about the
meeting).
So many people are getting involved and letting
their voices be heard now – because before, they
thought they were alone with these transportation
issues, but now they know that they are not the only
ones struggling. Together, sharing our challenges, we
all can make the situation better.
We had a great response from the political
(Continued on page 2)
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community: State Representative Brandon Neuman, Commissioner
Harlan Shober, and Commissioner Diana Irey Vaughan, along with the
executive director of Washington Rides, senior members of PennDot, and
the regional supervisor of First Transit from Cincinnati, joined us to discuss
the transportation situation. We are very thankful for the seriousness that
this matter has been given.
On Monday, September 29th, we had a follow-up meeting. Around 40
Members reported new or continuing problems, while some mentioned
slight improvements, in their transportation situations. Tim Mullen, the
district manager from First Transit, let us know that they had added four
runs, and more training for dispatchers and other staff on the Ecolane
software program. Sheila Gombita, executive director of the Washington
County Transportation Authority, said that First Transit’s on-time
performance rate went from 79% in August to 88% percent in September.
The attention that you, our Members, have drawn to this challenging
situation is causing positive changes. We are making a difference here in
our community! Our next Transportation Task Force meeting is on Monday,
October 27, from 1 to 3 pm, here at TRIPIL Headquarters. Think about
getting involved if you haven’t already, and let’s keep holding Washington
Rides and the Washington County Transportation Authority accountable for
this important situation.

“I think Washington
County has one of the
best programs.
But is it perfect? No.”
– Steven Walls
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Aloha! to Summer Youth Camp 2014
Aloha is a Hawaiian word used to say
"hello" and "goodbye," so what better way to
introduce TRIPIL’s Youth Summer Camp 2014?
This year’s Youth
Summer Camp took
place August 12, 13, 14,
and 19, 20, 21, from 10
am to 3 pm each day. We had a great turn-out
this year. The kids and staff had a terrific time
playing games, participating in team-building
activities and athletics, and creating their own
works of art – like tie-dyed tee shirts and “pizza
box paintings.” Summer Camp ended on Thursday,
August 21st, with a Hawaiian (Pizza) Luau.
Several guests came
in to talk and give
demonstrations, like
members of the
Pittsburgh Passion, as
well as Randy Gore, the
Voice of the Washington
Wildthings on WJPA, and
Dan McCoy, a Paralympic
Gold Medalist.

We have many plans for youth programs
throughout Fall 2014 and Spring 2015, and we’d
love for you to participate in next year’s camp.
See you then!
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Membership Meeting
Excites Passion!
On August 14, 2014, Tri-County
Patriots for Independent Living had its
summer Membership Meeting here at
TRIPIL HQ in Washington, PA.
After a nice lunch and welcome from CEO Kathleen Kleinmann,
members heard reports from the staff of Patriots, TRIPIL Services, and
Accessible Dreams, and an update on the progress of the YWCA Project.
TRIPIL Services Vice Chair Deb Holden offered an Advocacy
Challenge (see textbox) to other members. There were also announcements about the newly elected Board
Members: John Ashcroft for Patriots,
and Samm Depp III for Accessible
Dreams.
Later, Teresa Conn (Owner/Head
Coach) and Kim Zubovic (#98, DL) of
the Pittsburgh Passion Womens' Football
League Champions gave a wonderful
talk, showed an inspiring video,
answered some Q&A, and raffled off
some sports-themed prizes.
Meanwhile, Cara Sapida of Channel 11 News (WPXI) arrived
unannounced, and interviewed Member Lisa Foltz and Membership Coordinator Daniel Kleinmann about some of the transportation issues here
in Washington, Fayette, and Greene counties our members have had to
deal with, and about the then-upcoming Transportation
Task Force Meeting (see pg. 1).
All-in-all, an exciting and empowering day here at
TRIPIL, that really showed how passion, determination,
and hard work can get our message across.
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Deb Holden’s
Advocacy Challenge
to You

My name is Deb Holden, and I am very
excited about my recent trip to Harrisburg.
We left Washington on Monday, June 23,
2014, to do a very important job: talk to state
elected officials about Medicaid expansion, Community First Choice, the Act 150, and MAWD
programs. Talking to lawmakers was all-new to
me. I wasn’t sure if I could do it well.
Tuesday was the big day to meet with state senators. I really didn’t
know how to approach them; I felt unprepared. As the day went on,
I began to understand my role in this process. It became easier to talk to
them, and I was getting fixed-up for the next day.
Wednesday came and my fellow advocates and I split up to take on the
state House of Representatives. As we visited these people, I became
more confident and the words flowed without hesitation!
I urge everyone to try going to Harrisburg and talking to
lawmakers at least one time. Our stories have to reach out to touch
those who don’t understand. I can’t wait to go again! It was a very empowering experience.
If you cannot travel, then write or call your lawmakers. Do whatever
it takes to make sure your story gets heard!

TRIPIL is Now an Employment Network!
Social Security's Ticket to Work Program and other work incentives
can help you find meaningful work. If you're ages 18 through 64 and you
receive Social Security disability benefits, you can take advantage of
these free services.
For more information, talk to Nan Sninsky, TRIPIL Employment Network Manager, at 724-724-5115 or email her at <nan@tripil.com>.
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Wellness News at TRIPIL HQ
Weekly Events
Monday and
Wednesday

Wii Fit days
from 1-3 pm

Test your skills and play the Nintendo Wii Fitness games such as
Bowling, Golf, Tennis, Dance, and
more! We also have a shuffleboard
set and corn-hole!

Tuesday and
Thursday

Strength for Independence
from 10-11 am

Work on your strength for everyday tasks! Maintain independence
by strengthening muscles used for
laundry, dishes, yard work, and
everything else around the home.

Fitness Walk and Roll
from 3-3:30 pm
(Weather Permitting)
Monday through
Thursday

Individual Personal Training
from 9 am-4 pm

Check out our new Rickshaw
machine in the TRIPIL Gym! This
machine is great for increasing
strength of the muscles used for
wheelchair transfers and
propulsion.

Individualized, adapted personal
training to your specific needs and
goals.

Congratulations to Member
Alan Cecchini for
his new high score of 257
at Wii Bowling!
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TRIPIL Membership
Fall Calendar
Times and events subject to change
Call 724-223-5115, Ext. 136, to RSVP
Dates and Times
October 29;
November 5, 12, 19, 26
10 am - 12 pm
October 30th
1 pm - 3 pm

November 3rd
10 am - 3:30 pm

Event
Ed’s Computer Café Trainings — Hands on
personal instruction for getting the most from
the internet.
Trick or Treat Open House — Find out all the
things we have going on here at TRIPIL. Candy,
costumes, and special treats await at our
Halloween event!
Voting Reminder Calls — Volunteer to call
folks to remind them of the November 4th
election, and to make sure they have a voting
plan.

November 4th
7 am - 7 pm

ELECTION DAY — TRIPIL HQ is a polling place;
come on down and vote!

November 11th
1pm - 3:30 pm

Movie Day — Join us at the Crown Plaza Mall
to an Afternoon Movie Matinee. Please RSVP for
this event.

November 17th
1 pm - 3 pm

Steelers Monday — Be sure to wear your
black and gold as we get ready for the Monday
night game. Please RSVP for this event.

December 11th
1 pm - 3:30 pm

Holiday Party — Celebrate at the Holiday Party
for the members and community of TRIPIL;
more details to follow. Please RSVP for this
event.
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