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My Vote Counts
Voting is a key part of living independently in our
community. This issue of Patriot’s Vision is about
voting questions:


What’s my plan to vote this year?



How important is it for me to be a voter? Am I
registered to vote?



Am I interested in politics: civil rights, town and
county government, changes in our local sales
tax?



When is election day? Am I going in the morning,
afternoon, or evening to the polls?



Where is my polling place? Do I have a way to
get there and back? Am I going with friends or
family to vote?
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By casting our ballots, we make our choices known and
have our voices heard. We join our elected
representatives and work together to create the
neighborhoods, towns, states, and nation that we desire.
By voting, we participate as equal, valued, and engaged
citizens of those communities alongside our family,
friends, and neighbors who also vote.
As ever, if you need any direction or assistance with voting concerns,
please call us or stop by!
We’re here to help you become a more informed, active neighbor.
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Useful Voting Links
by Kate Blaker

The websites below provide helpful information on registering to vote,
locating your polling place, your voter status, and many more topics.
These first two sites pay additional attention to issues of concern to people
with disabilities:


RespectAbilityUSA: http://respectabilityusa.com



REV UP: http://www.aapd.com/our-focus/voting

These four sites are excellent, wide-ranging sites
dealing with a number of voting issues:


VotesPA: http://www.votespa.com



Rock the Vote: http://www.rockthevote.com



Project Vote Smart: http://votesmart.org



Vote411.org: https://vote411.org

On a personal note, I recommend that you take time now to look at these
sites. I recently did to confirm my registration status, and was able to
verify it online.
National Voter Registration Day is Tuesday, September 27, and the
last day you can register is Tuesday, October 11.
If you do not have access to a computer, then come in and use the
Computer Café here at TRIPIL. If you are on social media, check out
hashtags like #cripthevote, #everyvotematters, or #REVUP.

We can also assist you in registering to vote; please ask!
Patriots’ Vision, Volume 8, Issue 3 (Summer 2016)
Editor: Chad Underkoffler
For questions, comments, complaints – or to receive this newsletter as a PDF in email –
contact < chadu@tripil.com >.
This project was supported, in part by grant number 90IL0266-01-00lkhuy, from the U.S. Administration for
Community Living, Department of Health and Human Services, Washington, D.C. 20201. Grantees undertaking
projects under government sponsorship are encouraged to express freely their findings and conclusions. Points of
view or opinions do not, therefore, necessarily represent official Administration for Community Living policy.
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2016 PA Senate Race
by Joycelyn Banks

With the endless stream of campaign ads
flooding TV and radio about Pennsylvania’s
Senate race, do you wonder who should get your
vote? Do you know where these candidates
stand on key issues that affect your life? One
way to find this information is by looking at each
candidate’s platform.
We used their own websites to answer questions
on three important topics that might impact you:
employment, healthcare, and Social Security:
EMPLOYMENT
 Katie McGinty states that she believes
that all Americans should receive $15 an
hour minimum wage.
Have you registered to vote?
 Senator Pat Toomey states that he has worked to create jobs
through the Jobs Act, a bipartisan initiative that created more
opportunity for small businesses.
HEALTHCARE
 Toomey promises to fight to repeal the Affordable Care Act.
 McGinty promises to fight for lower deductibles and out-of-pocket
costs under the Affordable Care Act, as well as critically needed
mental health and addiction services.
SOCIAL SECURITY
 McGinty supports protecting, strengthening, and fixing Social
Security, and is against privatizing the system.
 Toomey does not specifically mention his plans for Social Security.
When it comes to voting, it’s as simple as two questions:
1) What issues matter to me?; and
2) Which candidate will support my interests?
Look and see for yourself!
 Patrick Toomey : https://www.toomeyforsenate.com
 Katie McGinty : http://www.katiemcginty.com
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“Being on the Services Board allows me to help myself and consumers. Making
decisions to move TRIPIL Services forward is empowering. It helps me accomplish my
goal of doing the best I can for myself and others.”
– Deborah Holden, Chair of Services Board

TRIPIL Boards Election Results
by Matt Taylor

A strong board of directors is essential for a nonprofit like TRIPIL. You, our
members, nominated people to fill them. The ballots were counted, and
the results are in!
The new Tri-County Patriots Board Members are:





Nancy Brown, Washington
Chris Grosso, Washington
Sherry Smith, Washington
John Taylor, Cecil

The new TRIPIL Services Board Member is:
 Kathleen Tretinik, Brownsville
Based on write-in ballots, Accessible Dreams Board has a member-elect:
 Alisa Grishman, Pittsburgh
Congratulations to our newly elected board members! We look forward to
working with you in growing our strengths, and handling the challenges
and opportunities of the coming months.

Major Job Opportunities
by Chad Underkoffler

Three major managed care organizations (MCOs) are now preparing for
enrollment for long-term care under Medicaid and Medicare in Pennsylvania.
These MCOs (UPMC For You, Inc., AmeriHealth Caritas, and PA Health &
Wellness) are all looking for resumes from people with disabilities!
If you’re looking to increase your economic independence, and want to work
for one of these MCOs, you can become employed. With the right knowledge,
you
can
work
without losing your assistance, benefits, and
services.
Call Nan Sninsky at 724.223.5115 to learn more.
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PA ABLE Update
In August, Pennsylvania released a Request for Proposal (RFP) for
financial organizations to bid for oversight on the Achieving a Better Life
Experience (ABLE) saving accounts that will allow people with disabilities
to contribute up to $14,000 per year into a savings account.
This RFP means that financial agencies can bid to administer each ABLE
account. This is an essential step in the development of the program.
If you would like more information, contact
Kate Blaker at 724.223.5115.

TRIPIL Partners with
County Elections Office
by Nan Sninsky

When Washington County’s Assistant
Director
of
Elections,
Wes
Parry,
scheduled demonstrations by three voting
machine vendors, he reached out to
TRIPIL to bring our accessibility expertise
to the evaluation process. TRIPIL staff and consumers joined county poll
workers in listening to company representatives from Dominion, Unisyn,
and ES&S as they described the features of their voting machines.
We asked detailed questions to the manufacturers’ staff about these
features. We thoroughly examined the machines. Most importantly, we
physically tested the equipment to evaluate its accessibility in use.
Check out this blogger’s detailed description about his experience
analyzing these voting machines:
http://www.blindbargains.com/bargains.php?m=15315
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While voting is a right we can choose to exercise,
remember that Justin Dart said, “Vote as if your life
depended on it… because it does.”

The Youth Vote is Important
by Ken Evans

Why do we vote? Because we have the right to. Many
other countries do not grant their citizens this privilege.
In our democracy, the people elected have the support
of the majority to make decisions on their behalf.
It is easy to see that the needs, desires, and beliefs of
older generations are very different from those of young
people. Because of the way our democracy works, the
higher number of older Americans who vote can skew
the process away from the needs of young voters. These
interests include college debt, job opportunities, home
ownership, and civil rights. Young people can elect
candidates who support their interests.
Young people make up almost 20% of the
eligible voting population, which makes them a powerful
political force. In 2008, the youth vote helped get Barack
Obama elected President. Will we see the same turn-out
by youth in this election?
Register, get out, and vote! #everyvotematters

Photos from the
march at the 2016
NCIL conference in
Washington, DC.

Did you see the pictures from this year’s Youth Summer Camp on Facebook?
Look under Photos | Albums | Youth Summer Camp 2016!
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At Home Wellness Visits
Each Week @ TRIPIL
TRIPIL’s Wellness Program offers free health checks and
home visits. We are able to take your heart rate, blood
pressure, and body composition, and put together an
at-home exercise program using equipment or items you
already own. This is a great opportunity to talk about your
own wellness goals with a trainer who specializes in working
with people with disabilities.
Call Ray Pittman at 724.223.5115 for more information.

We’re Taking This Show on the Road!
TRIPIL hosts the local Assistive Technology Resource Center (ATRC), which
– among other things – can help eligible residents get specialized
telephone equipment for free if they have problems using typical phones.
We serve seven counties in southwestern Pennsylvania, including
Washington, Fayette, Greene, Somerset, Blair, Bedford, and Cambria.
We’ve been making a dedicated effort to reach all of the Senior Centers in
our coverage area, one county at a time. May and June were focused on
Somerset County, where we drove hundreds of miles and talked to more
than 120 seniors. In an exciting association with Senior Centers in Greene
County, our AT program information will be reaching more than 150 people
who participate in the home meals program. Over the next few months,
look for us at Senior Centers, health expos, and job fairs in the counties
listed above.
We’re always interested in partnering with other organizations, so if your
group is interested in what the ATRC has to offer, please call and talk with
our AT specialist – John Flaherty at 724.223.5115 – about scheduling a
personalized presentation.

Check our online Calendar at
http://www.tripil.com/calendar
or our Facebook page at
https://www.facebook.com/TriCountyPatriotsforIndependentLiving
or call and ask Membership Coordinator Matt Taylor at
724-223-5115
for the latest TRIPIL happenings!

A is for ADVOCACY
Advocacy is more than a core service and
more than just a motto with Tri-County
Patriots for Independent Living – it is at
the heart of everything we do here in the
INDEPENDENT LIVING movement!
We advocate for individual rights, for
systems change, and for equal treatment
for all people with disabilities!

www.tripil.com

Tri-County Patriots brings together people
with disabilities to share their concerns
about community life and civil rights.
Together, people with disabilities collaborate to help each other solve
individual problems or change the policies of our society…

And one of those ways is through VOTING.

AFFIRMS

TRI-COUNTY PATRIOTS FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING
LIBERTY AND JUSTICE FOR ALL PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES.

Washington, PA 15301
69 East Beau Street
Tri-County Patriots for
Independent Living (TRIPIL)

