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TRI-COUNTY PATRIOTS FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING (TRIPIL)
Tri-County Patriots for Independent Living affirms Liberty and Justice
for all people with disabilities.
Through the connection of people, information, and action, individuals of all ages and
abilities are able to work together to help themselves and to improve our community.
We are a membership organization of people who live in our community with
disabilities, along with our friends and allies.
TRIPIL is a Center for Independent Living that brings together individuals who face
common barriers – in equal access, assistive technology, education, employment,
housing, and transportation – in order to solve these problems. It advocates for the
civil rights of people with disabilities and promotes living lives they choose, in the
places they choose.
Our center provides core services such as advocacy, information & referral,
independent living skills training, peer support, and transition services, as well as
personal assistance services. The staff at our headquarters – a majority of whom have
disabilities – have information, equipment, and other resources to provide individuals
with the tools for independence.
Our organization is four separate, affiliated corporations, each with its own board of
directors. They are:


Tri-County Patriots for Independent Living – Provides the five core Independent
Living services (advocacy, independent living skills training, information & referral,
peer support, and transition).



TRIPIL Services – Provides home- and community-based services and training.
TRIPIL assists with attendant training, compliance with PA Department of Health and
other state regulations, processing an attendant’s payroll, and offering health
insurance for attendants.



Accessible Dreams – Building accessible housing resources for finding or building
of a brand-new accessible home or the services necessary to modify an existing
home.



TRIPIL – Provides administrative and information technology services to each of the
other corporations.
Kathleen Kleinmann, Chief Executive Officer
Jan Crockett, Chief Financial Officer
Tri-County Patriots for
Independent Living (TRIPIL)
69 East Beau Street
Washington, PA 15301

Voice: (724) 223-5115
TTY: (724) 228-4028
Fax: (724) 228-5119

www.tripil.com
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Monday - Thursday
8:30am to 4:30pm.
Friday by appointment
only.
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Wellness
The
on-site
gym
at
TRIPIL
headquarters is fully accessible, and has
adaptive equipment that can be used by
people with a wide variety of disabilities,
like gripping aids for enhancing limited
grip or hand function when using wellness equipment, an arm-bike for cardio
workouts, and Wii-assisted aerobics
exercise and sports.
This year, a new rickshaw machine was
purchased for the TRIPIL Gym. This machine is great for increasing
strength of the muscles used for wheelchair transfers and propulsion.
TRIPIL promotes self-awareness and self-knowledge as a means to a
healthier lifestyle. Through mentoring, resources, and regular classes,
TRIPIL staff can help consumers find the knowledge to get healthier and to
avoid secondary conditions which threaten their independence.

Internet Café News
The TRIPIL Internet Café rules and policies were updated at the beginning
of 2015. Be sure to stop in at 69 East Beau Street to see what’s changed,
log on to the Internet, and to take advantage of our weekly computer
classes!

TRIPIL Employment Network
Social Security's Ticket to Work Program and
other
incentives
can
help
you
find
meaningful work. If you're ages 18-64 and you
receive Social Security disability benefits, you
can take advantage of these free services.
For more information, talk to Nan Sninsky, TRIPIL Employment Network
Manager, at 724-223-5115 or email her at <nan@tripil.com>.
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Caregiver Training Program
As the demand for long-term care services and the
costs of nursing-home care increase, the way care is
delivered to older Americans or individuals with
physical disabilities is changing. TRIPIL is at the
forefront of this movement: in-home care under
consumer control, in order to meet one’s own needs,
is a key element of the independent living
philosophy.
TRIPIL collaborates with the Office of Long-Term
Living and Southwestern Area Agency on Aging to provide personal care assistance.
The number of hours a caregiver can work with a client – up to 60 hours per week – is
determined by guidelines established through the Office of Long-Term Living and
Department of Health. Referrals for in-home care are made through the Area Agency on
Aging and funded by Medicaid.
TRIPIL’s caregiver training program offers friends, family, and neighbors the opportunity to provide in-home care to loved ones, including those with Alzheimer’s disease and
dementia, so they can remain independent. The four-hour, four-day training is held
twice a month and covers topics like confidentiality, maintaining consumer boundaries,
understanding the independent living philosophy, nutrition and meal preparation, and
proper use of medical equipment. Also, attendants must pass a background check and
attend one refresher course per year. (The only people ineligible to provide in-home
care for clients are their spouses and those who serve as their power of attorney.) Upon
completion of the training, graduates are placed on TRIPIL’s payroll.
Between 30,000 and 40,000 residents statewide receive in-home care. It’s often a
more sensible solution for everyone involved – especially those who require care – and
Pennsylvania is encouraging it. The state wants to increase those numbers to achieve a
more balanced level of care between in-home and nursing homes. It costs Pennsylvania
the same amount of money to hire two-and-a-half to three caregivers for multiple
clients as it does to house one person in a nursing home.
Currently, TRIPIL serves 600 to 625 clients, with 558 attendants on the payroll.

Attendant Health Insurance
The direct care attendant workers of our consumers can now purchase health insurance
through a TRIPIL health plan for the first time. Tri-County Patriots for Independent Living worked painstakingly with our local chapter of the Service Employees International
Union (SEIU) over several months to make this new opportunity in a changing
healthcare landscape available to in-home caregivers.
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Website: http://www.accessibledreams.org/
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/accessibledreams

Accessible Model Homes

Accessible Dreams has teamed with a local
manufactured home re-seller to design a
fully accessible and affordable manufactured
model home that can be toured by persons
with disabilities.
The homes are quality-built by Champion Homes and includes three
bedrooms, two full baths (one completely accessible with roll-in shower),
wheelchair-accessible doors and hallways, and an oversized open area that
includes kitchen, family room, and eating area. Other assistive
technologies – such as automatic door openers, lift systems, lighting
alarms for the hard of hearing, and buzzer alarms for the blind – will be
available to further customize the home for the buyer’s special needs.
This 1,400 sq.-foot home will sell starting at $75,000 (plus land and
foundation costs) as a result of a signed joint-marketing agreement with
Dream Homes Sales, Inc., a reseller of manufactured homes. Other
homes, larger and smaller, can be customized to fit the needs and
budgets of home buyers. Accessible Dreams plans to sell the homes both
to individuals with disabilities and government agencies responsible for developing affordable housing that meets the needs of the aging and
disabled community.
Look for open house details on our website and Facebook page!
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Building Partnerships
TRIPIL practices teamwork. We are
committed to forging and strengthening
relationships that increase our capacity
to serve the community. We believe that
disability is a natural part of life
experience. Together with our
community, we will build a sustainable,
interconnected, and welcoming
community that values everyone.
Partnerships help TRIPIL staff and board
of directors serve consumers. This exchange of information and resources
among partner agencies assists our community members and consumers to
navigate to the right service that would meet their wants and needs – be
they health, employment, accessibility, housing, transportation, financial,
advocacy, etc.
TRIPIL includes in its partner network local leadership agencies such as the
redevelopment authorities; local city and county government; the Area
Agency on Aging (and its statewide LINK program); Community Action;
Safe Haven; the United Way; SWPA Legal Services; PA CareerLink; and the
Pennsylvania Office of Vocational Rehabilitation (OVR). TRIPIL is also very
active with other Centers for Independent Living (CILs) in Pennsylvania as
well as statewide and national disability organizations like the Pennsylvania
Statewide Independent Living Council (PA SILC), the Pennsylvania
Developmental Disabilities Council (PADDC), the National Council on
Independent Living (NCIL), and the Association of Programs for Rural
Independent Living (APRIL).
These associations provide TRIPIL with various opportunities to support our
mission of affirming liberty and justice for all people with disabilities and to
develop future disability programs and policy. We actively seek out and
welcome productive relationships – from the departments of federal and
state agencies, to national organizations and corporations, to local
businesses and non-profits, to the one-on-one partnerships we have with
our volunteers, donors, and sustaining members.
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Ambassador Donor Levels
Your donation can be earmarked for naming rights of various rooms in the
YWCA building. Ambassador donations can be paid in installments over
three years.
Philanthropist
$500,000 or more
Humanitarian
$250,000
Liberator
$125,000
Patriot
$75,000
Historian
$50,000
Freedom Fighter
$25,000
Mentor
$10,000
Associate
$5,000

Sustaining Membership Levels
Sustaining membership donations can be made in installments paid over
the course of a year.
Visionary
$2,500
Innovator
$2,000
Activist
$1,500
Champion
$1,000
Leader
$500
Advocate
$250
Pioneer

$100

Other

$____

For example, if you make a $25/month sustaining donation for this year,
by the end you will have contributed $300 as an Advocate Donor!

For more information on how you can help, visit:
http://ywca.tripil.com/donation
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TRI-COUNTY PATRIOTS FOR INDEPENDENT LIVING
affirms Liberty and Justice forall people with disabilities.

www.tripil.com
Tri-County Patriots for Independent Living Facebook Page
http://www.facebook.com/TriCountyPatriotsforIndependentLiving
TRIPIL YWCA Campaign Facebook Page
https://www.facebook.com/TRIPILYWCA
TRIPILpatriots Twitter Feed
https://twitter.com/TRIPILpatriots
Tri-County Patriots for Independent Living YouTube Channel
https://www.youtube.com/user/s3ah0rse

