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By: Marcie Waters

Being a wheelchair user caused me to hesitate
about going camping. But my two nieces, Casey
and Aubrey, had a 4-H event to participate in while
I was visiting them in South Carolina last June
so I didn’t want to miss out on the fun. My sister,
Billie, my nieces, and I set out for camping with
their trailer and two horses in tow! I had not been
camping since I was about nine years old. I had
no idea what to expect on this expedition.
My nieces’ events were all outdoors in the heat of
the day, which reached 105 degrees every day!
The living quarters of the trailer were way too
Marcie Waters
small for my wheelchair, so I had to sit in a lawn
chair during the day, and sleep on a cot at night while there. We had many obstacles
while camping. The camp site wasn’t accessible, so Billie and I had to be inventive.
Billie had to help me to shower. The first night was difficult, but we made it work! In the
mornings, I would use a card table outside to put on my make-up and fix my hair for the
day. I attracted the attention of passers-by, but got the job done no matter how funny it
looked. It was very hot, and my clothes were soaking wet every day, but I had the time
of my life! I am planning on camping again next June with Billie, Casey and Aubrey.

TRIPIL Conducts Feasibility
Study For New HQ
By: Chip Peters

TRIPIL’s present headquarters is bursting at the seams, and all signs point to more
people with disabilities needing TRIPIL’s services in the future. When all is said and
done, TRIPIL just needs more space. With that, we’ve been engaging in a feasibility
study to determine just what the climate is for raising money to construct a new building.
Fundraising consultants Frank Rubin and Madonna Long have been interviewing
business, labor, institutional and philanthropic leaders across Southwestern PA to plan a
strategy for an ambitious capital campaign. TRIPIL would like to thank the following
individuals who gave their time to be interviewed in this process:
Mr. Scott Leff – Bayer Center for Nonprofit Management, Robert Morris University
Ms. Muriel Nuttal – Uniontown Chamber of Commerce and the Redstone Foundation
Ms. Bettie Stammerjon – Community Foundation of Greene County
Ms. Nancy Kukovich – Westmoreland/Fayette United Way
Dr. Angelo Armenti, California State University
Rev. Dr. Stuart Bomberg, Church of the Covenant
Mr. Richard Cameron – Retired
Mr. Janis Campbell – Eberly Foundation
Ms. Lauri Fink – Hillman Family Foundation
Hon. Diana Irey – Washington County Commission
Mr. Greg Kitrich – Waller Corp
Ms. Kathryn Klaber – Marcellus Shale Coalition
Mr. Leo Krantz – Fay-Penn Economic Development
Mr. Doug Lee, Esq. – Waynesburg University
Ms. Clare Pascoe – Fayette County Foundation
Mr. Lucas Piatt - Millcraft Industries
Hon. Sonny Spossey – City of Washington, PA
Ms. Kristy Trautman – FISA Foundation
Ms. Lynda Waggoner – Falling Water
Mr. Wayne Watson – Washington/Greene AFL-CIO Frank Rubin and Madonna Long
Mr. Gary Weinstein – Washington Hospital
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Bill of Rights of Disabled Pennsylvanians
Twelve Articles of Rights that will SAVE PA tax dollars:
Adopted by ADAPT of Western Pennsylvania, 2011
• Fund Freedom First; Rebalance Long Term Care
Services expenditure to at least 50% community care
and no more than 50% institutional care.

• Give me Control so I can save tax dollars; Support
Consumer-Employer Models of community care
through effective funding of programs and wages for a
reliable, sustainable workforce.
• Conflict of Interest; Get States and Counties out of the
Institutional Long Term Care Business.
• We are Homeless trapped in Costly Medical
facilities; The Statewide housing crisis traps us in
• State Officials should not decide how long citizens
nursing homes; Rent subsidies, assistive technology,
with disabilities sit on a toilet; Service Plans must be
and home modification with ramps and accessible
unique to my personal functional needs and local
bathrooms will save taxes.
decision making.
• Obey the Supreme Court Olmstead Decision of 1999;
finish Pennsylvania’s Olmstead Plan with no caps on
community care costs and no waiting lists; Waiting
Lists Kill.
• My Right to Privacy; Give me the right to not share
personal lifestyle information with Harrisburg
computer databases.
• Fix Long Term Care Enrollment Process; Give us
cheaper community care JUST AS FAST as high cost
nursing home care.
• We want to go to Work; Transportation Services 7
days per week for 18 hours per day so we can pay
taxes.

• Our Right to Self Determination: Centers for
Independent Living are owned and operated by
Pennsylvanians with disabilities for self-help in our
community; give us meaningful funding so we can hire
ourselves.
• Access is our Civil Right; Enforce current accessibility
laws on all property owned or rented with
Pennsylvania tax dollars, including any government or
elected official office, and all polling places.
• Our Right to Choose our Caregiver is taken away by
the current Nurse Practice Act; Change the law to give
us back our ability to delegate normal, everyday
activities that may appear to others as medical
procedures.

TRIPIL Looking For
Volunteers
By: Chip Peters

You’d be amazed how much an organization like TRIPIL depends
upon volunteers. We have a great staff, yes. But there is just so
much to do. We have regular mailings to members and
contributors. We are in the planning stages of some really
exciting special events. You’ll want to be in on the ground floor of
those but shhhh…. We aren’t quite ready to talk about them yet. And
of course, as our capital campaign kicks into high gear, we’ll need
help with everything from serving on our Development Committee to
making name tags. We like to think of TRIPIL, our members and volunteers, as one of the region’s undiscovered
jewels. If you haven’t stumbled across us yet, what are you waiting for?

TRIPIL Reaching Out to Veterans

By: Chip Peters

It’s no secret that Southwest PA has more than its share of veterans. Many have service or non-service related
disabilities. Once they’ve left the VA and been taught to use their adaptive equipment, these heroes are often on
their own in their communities, with little support. TRIPIL understands this and is actively trying to play a bigger
role in helping veterans with disabilities lead more independent lives. What’s more, TRIPIL has found a powerful
ally in Congressman Mark Critz. Recently, three members of the Congressional staff met with TRIPIL to discuss
partnering with the Dept. of Veterans Affairs to do outreach to our patriots. In consultation with Critz’s staff, TRIPIL
staff and member vets are preparing a pilot proposal to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs which will be ready late
this spring.

www.tripil.com

New Arm of TRIPIL Devoted To
Accessible Housing

Reprinted From the GreeneSpeak, Story by Cindy Bailey

In this economy, home ownership is becoming a fantasy for many
Americans. For many people with disabilities, however, there are
additional obstacles. In fact, finding an accessible home in your
neighborhood may be close to impossible. The people at TRIPIL
know about this only too well. Locating accessible, affordable
homes for their consumers is one of our core services, according to CEO and Founder Kathleen Kleinmann.
“Without housing, people in nursing homes are trapped and homeless,” she noted in a recent TRIPIL newsletter.
But the fantasy of home ownership is coming true for many if Lucy Rooth has anything to say about it. Rooth is
Executive Director of a brand new corporation in the TRIPL family called Accessible Dreams. The program’s
purpose is “to build barrier free homes for you in your neighborhood,” says Rooth, who has an extensive
background in real estate, sales and marketing. Most recently, Rooth was President of Lots of Hope, a for-profit
entity that provided homes to people with disabilities. She says she discovered a a tremendous need for
accessible housing but made the change to the non-profit world because, “as a nonprofit organization, we realized
we could attract more funding, helping more families achieve independence in homes they could afford,” Rooth said.
The key to Accessible Dreams is that the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development requires
redevelopment authorities to set aside a certain percentage of housing dollars for affordable, barrier free homes.
Accessible Dreams is the organization that will work with redevelopment authorities to match the housing needs
of consumers with disabilities with the HUD funding available. For people with disabilities in Washington, Fayette
and Greene Counties the formation of Accessible Dreams means that homeownership is possible for people with
incomes as low as $35,000. That includes wounded veterans, Rooth said, who may be eligible for as much as
$62,000 from the federal government to help them purchase an accessible home. All of the newly constructed
modular homes Accessible Dreams is building will be in areas where buyers asked to live, Rooth added.
Additionally, plans are underway to build rental units with four apartments : two at ground level for people with
disabilities and two on the second floor for low-income families.

State Jeopardizes Consumer Control
By: Denise Lorence

Effective January 1, 2011, the state of Pennsylvania has changed the rules on how providers of home and
community based services can spend the money they receive for providing services under the Consumer Employer
Model – which TRIPIL has championed for years. Under the new directive, TRIPIL Services and other provider
agencies can only use the fee for service funds they receive to pay for “direct costs” and are prohibited from using
these funds to pay for any “indirect costs.”
Consumer Employer Model providers like TRIPIL are no longer permitted to use funds to pay expenses such as rent
or mortgage on office space, utilities, computers, and some staff salaries even though the rate formulas used were
created with these “indirect costs” included. Furthermore, the state has placed additional administrative burdens
requiring the hire of specialized staff positions and have provided small fee for service that covers about 20% of
these new costs. The effect is to prevent centers for independent living from providing Consumer Employer Models
of attendant care.
This action by the state erodes twenty years of advocacy efforts supporting consumer choice and consumer
control. To learn more about this issue contact any TRIPIL, You can join our advocacy efforts to send a message to
the state, “nothing about us without us!”

Wellness – It’s Not Just Weight Loss

By: Chip Peters

Wellness is a word much in the media right after the holidays. It’s synonymous with our
resolutions to eat better and get more exercise. But for wheelchair users, wellness can be a
special challenge, especially the exercise aspect! That’s why TRIPIL kicked off a special
wellness program targeted to the disablity community this fall. It includes nutritional
counseling, seated yoga, aspects of Wii fitness and a small gym to help consumers get used
to the same types of equipment they may find at a community gym. “Wellness is process, with many facets,” says
Catherine Holland, Executive Director of TRIPIL Patriots. “Our plan is to ensure people have access to
a wellness plan of their choice.”
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724-228-4028

Tri-County Patriots for Independent Living
69 East Beau Street
Washington, PA 15301

Freedom Matters

Toll-Free 1-877-TO-LIV-WELL
(1-877-865-4893)

----

Website

724-439-1434
----
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----

724-483-4976
----

Charleroi
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724-223-5115
----

Washington
Uniontown

How To Contact US at TRIPIL

A Message from Kathleen
Message from Kathleen Kleinmann,
Chief Executive Officer
Hello,
Now that the holidays are over, many
of us are settling into the doldrums that
come with winter. At TRIPIL, we’re trying
to fight that urge. Our wellness initiative is helping
Can you please help us give independence
us take off that holiday weight. We’ve begun a new
outreach effort to veterans with disabilities. We’ve made to one of your neighbors? It’s easy. Just visit
us at www.tripil.com and make your
a New Year’s Resolution to kick off a capital campaign
that will eventually see is in a increased capacity to
contribution using our secure website or
provide services.
mail your check to:
TRIPIL is our area’s Center for Independent
TRIPIL
Living, a nonprofit organization that helps people with
disabilities live as independently as they possibly can.
Attn: Resource Development
Though we’ve been around 20 years, we’re just now
69 East Beau St
getting around to introducing ourselves to some of our
Washington, PA 15301
neighbors – like you.
If you find yourself spending too much time in
front of Tri-County
the TV during these
gray days and
the urge
Patriots
forfeel
Independent
Living’s
Mission
Statement
All
contributions
are tax
deductible.
to get active,
visit usPatriots
at TRIPIL.
We’d love toLiving
show you
Tri-County
for Independent
affirms Liberty and Justice for all people with disabilities.
what’s going on.

